




Boston Public Library

Do not write in this book or mark it with pen or

pencil. Penalties for so doing are imposed by the

Revised Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

This book teas issued to the horrcLvcr on the date

last stamped below.

B.P.L. FORM NO. 609: B.2.4I ; BOOM.



mm
M



1867.





/o

S ERMOISr

PREACHED ON THE OCCASION

OF THE

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE

Uew London Baptist Association,

HELD IN THE

Ipiuntiwgton: Stt^Bx3t Baptist ebttjch,

Repteixitoer 31st,

13 y REV. S. aR^VES.

NEW LONDON:

STAKH & KARNHAM, BOOK AND .J015 PRINTERS.

1867.





SERMON,
BY REV. S. GRAVES.

"Other men labored, and ye arb entered into their labors.''

John 4: 38.

Jesus was resting himself by Jacob's well. He liad

been talking with the woman of Samaria, and had let fall

some of the deepest and most spiritual truths that he ever

uttered. We reserve our best things for great occasions
;

but so full was Christ of the richest and profoundest truths

that he poured them out wherever he found a willing lis-

tener. The woman, in amazement at what she had heard,

had gone into the city with the cry upon her lips, Come
see a man which told me all things that ever I did ; is not

this the Christ f His disciples had returned with food
;

but he would not eat. The Samaritans were approaching

in crowds, following this woman ; and he hungers for their

salvation more than he does for food. "Say not," he

exclaims to his disciples, who are contriving how they

may persuade him to eat—" Say not ye, there are yet

four months and then cometh harvest? Behold I say

unto you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, for

they are white already to harvest." Here >vere coming,

in long, curious, eager procession, the Samaritans, despis-

ed of the Jews, shut off from all social intercourse with

them, worshiping they knew not what ;—here they are

thronging around him, a people prepared—a field white

for harvest. How come they so? JN'ot by chance; not

by their own untaught endeavors ; not by the ordinary
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providence of God. There had been worTi and worlcers

here. This ripe harvest told of seed that had been sown

;

of faithful, earnest toil in other days, by other hands.

Other men labored, and they were entered into their

labors."

The text declares the laio of Christ' s kingdom ; and
indeed of everything which is progressive and cumulative

in human affairs. What one begins, another takes up
and carries on, and then another and another ; and so the

work goes on to its consummation.

We meet to-day, Fathers and Brethren, after the lapse

of half a century, to pause a moment in our Christian life-

work, as Jesus did at Jacob's well;—^to recall the past,

to survey the present, to prospect the future. We stand

amidst these churches, these Christian Institutions, these

benign and hallowed influences which enwrap us like an
atmosphere—and how pertinent and forceful to us are the

words of the text :
" Other men labored^ and ye are en-

tered into their labors.''''

I bespeak your patience while I try to say something

concerning

I, The Labor which has been done upon this field.

II, The Men who have done it, and,

III, The Responsibilities laid upon us who are entered

into their work.

Fifty years ago the twenty-first of October next, there

met in the town of Waterford, and with the old First

Church—"which is the mother of us all"—the "Elders

and Messengers" from several Churches in this vicinity,

and formed themselves into an organization known as

TJie New London Baptist Association.

This step was taken in compliance with a recommenda-

tion made the year previous by the Stonington Associa-

tion and the Groton Union Conference

;

—two bodies

which had existed, the one since 1772, and the other since

1776, and which together had come to embrace, somewhat
miscellaneously, all Eastern Connecticut, and parts of

Rhode Island.
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The same year in whicli the New London Association

was formed, those two older organizations coalesced, and
took the name of The Stonington Union Association;—

•

dividing the Churches between the two—the latter tak-

ing those on the east of the Thames river and its tributa-

ries, the former those on the west. This "will show how
the earlier histories of the two Associations are interfused.

The delegates who had thus met together, organized

by choosing Eld. Samuel West, Moderator^ and Eld.

William Palmer, Cleric, The Introductory Sermon was
preached by Rev. Nathaniel Cole, from the text, "He
shall notfail nor he discouraged till lie liam set judg-
ment in the earth ; and the isles shall waitfor his lawP
Isa. 42 : 4.

The following Churches were found to be represented,

viz: Waterford, 1st Lyme, 1st Saybrook, Hampton, 1st

Colchester, 2d Colchester, Chatham and Haddam, Mont-
ville, Norwich, East Haddam, New London, Lebanon,

Mansfield, 2d Lyme,* 2d Saybrook, f and 3d Colchester.

The following ordained Ministers and Licentiates were
present, the most of whose names are household words,

redolent of sweet and holy memories, in this sisterhood

of churches ; and all of whom have now finished their

course —Zadoc Darrow, Francis Darrow, Samuel West,
Asa WUcox, John Sterry, William Palmer, William Wit-
ter, Amasa Smith, Simeon Dickinson, Nehemiah Dodge,
Daniel Putnam, Jonathan Groodwin, John Payne,

:j: Elipha-

let Hilliard,:}: and Selah Post. J Beside these, the foUomng,
though absent from this meeting, were living within the

limits of this Association —William Hill, William Walsh,
Jonas Davis, Caleb Reed, Reuben Palmer, Simon Shail-

er,:j: Reuben Palmer, Jr.,
if
and Thomas Potter —sixteen

Churches ; seventeen ordained Ministers, and six Licen-

tiates ; and a membership of 2044.

* Name afterwards changed to North Lyme,

t Name afterwards changed to Essex.

X These were Licentiates.
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From a paper wliich was adopted at this first meeting,

entitled, ''^ Sentiments and Ftans of the Association^^''

we take the following :

^' We have learned by experience that a combination

of churches is both prudent and useful
;
yea, the Word

of God informs us that two are better than one, and that

a three fold cord is not easily broken. The numerous
errors which are propagated and prevailing in our land

at this day, afford a striking proof that such a combina-

tion is expedient, as thereby we may more effectually

maintain the order and faith once delivered to the saints.

We utturly disclaim all classical power and superiori-

ty over the churches, according the independency and
power of each particular church.

We conceive it necessary that the Association consist

of men expert in the laws of their God, knowing and ju-

dicious in the Scriptures, that thereby help may be ad-

ministered to the inquiring mind.'-'

They adopted as the basis of their Faith, the (Confes-

sion put forth by the Baptist Fraternity of Great Britain,

in the year 1689. The high orthodoxy of which is suffi-

ciently indicated by the following Outline of Doctrine :

1st. Imputation of Adam's sin to his posterity.

2nd. The inability of man to recover himself.

3rd. Effectual calling by sovereign grace.

4th. Justification by imputed righteousness.

5th. Immersion for baptism, and that on confession of

faith, and repentance.

6th. Reception into the church upon evidence of sound
conversion.

Thus was formed fifty years ago. The New London
Baptist Association, by these Fathers. They saw the

need of their times
;
they felt the want of these feeble

churches ; their faith grasped the future with its promise

of enlargement
;
they were alive to the insidious natui'e

and corrupting tendencies of error, both in doctrine and
practice, and erected these barriers against its inroads

upon the churches.- They recognized and defended the
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fundamental principles of onr polity—the Independence

of the churches, their inherent rights and powers above

all clerical, or as they call it, classical assumption, and

their freedom from all civil as well as Ecclesiastical dom-
ination.

They stated boldly and somewhat ruggedly, the cardin-

al tenets of our Faith, as received from our English Breth-

ren, who had proclaimed them to the world nearly a cen-

tury and a half before, and which in a somewhat modifi-

ed form, we hold to-day ;—not because our Fathers, or

their Fathers held them, but because we find them as

they did, on these inspired pages. This is the one and
sole waiTant with us as it was with them, for the faith

that is in us.

These men labored, and we to-day, with the heritage of

their names, their work, their sacrifices, are called to en-

ter into their labors.

It would be interesting, could we do it, to turn back
the dial over this half century of years, and look upon
this field as it lay before the eyes and upon the hearts of

these Fathers.

Our country had then but recently emerged from war
with England ; Jarnes Monroe had just been elected Pres-

ident ; but six States had yet been added to the old Thir-

teen ; our population was less than ten millions. Ohio

was on the verge of civilzation
;
Michigan w^as a territory,

and Indiana was a vdld border state. A few adventurous

steamers had found their way up the Mississippi ; the

Telegraph had not been dreamed of, nor had the whistle

of the engine, on its iron track, proclaimed the new ele-

ment of progress.

The work of Christian Missions was in its infancy. The
Triennial Convention had but just been formed. The six

years of faith and patience, appointed to Judson before

lie should see one convert from heathenism, had not yet

been fulfilled. As a denomination we were feeble and
scattered, few in numbers, weak in resources and inferior

in the scale of social influence, with only here and there a
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man of liberal education in tlie ranks of our ministry.

Brown University was our only seat of learning which as-

pired to the name of a College. Hamilton Institution yet

lay in the brain and heart of Kendrick and Hascall ; Wa-
terville College existed only in its charter; Columbian
College, barely in the appointment of Dr. Stoughton and
Ira Chase as Professors, and New^ton Theological Seminary
was not organized until eight years afterwards. Neither

our Home Mission, Bible, or Publication Society were
then in existence. A Sabbath School'^ was scarcely known
in the land ; and our entii^e membership could not have

reached the number of 200,000.

If we restrict the view to our own State, we find exist-

ing here only a loose and rudimentary Missionary organ-

ization. Our State Conventon was not formed till seven

years later ; the Christian Secretary had not been pub-
lished, nor had our Education Society, nor the Suffield

Literary Institute yet an existence. There were about

seventy Baptist Churches in the State, with an aggregate

membership of about seven thousand.

Such was the general out-look of things when this As-

sociation w^as formed.

If we go back of this date, as it is fit we should

to-day, to the origin of things, and gather the elements

from which the Association sprang, we find that the first

baptisms which took place witliin the present limits of the

Association, and indeed in the State, w^ere in 1674, in the

Long Island Sound, about a mile west of the New Lon-

don Lighthouse, in town of New London, as the division

line then was, but now in Waterford. The event created

great excitement at the time, and the General Court was
invoked to put a stop to this innovation. About a quar-

* Since this Sermon was preached, I have learned that a Union Sunday School,
whicli embraced Congregationists, Methodists, Episcopalians and Baptists, was
formed in Norwich, Conn., in 1815. This I have from Col. George L. Perkins,
who was himself the mover of it. This School, he thinks, was the first in New
England. It continued as it was organized a Union School, until 1819.

The same year, 1819, a Sunday School was formed in the First Baptist Church in

Providence, R. I.
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ter of a century later, Eev. Yalentine Wiglittnan,* whose

ancestor was tlie last of the English martyrs, came into

this colony, preached the Word in these parts, and in

1705 founded, in the town of Groton, the first Baptist

church in the State. Five years later, 1710, the church

in Waterford, then a part of 'New London, was fonnedj

being the second Baptist church in the State. It was not

until 1720, that the church had a settled pastor, when
Stephen Gorton, a young man from Rhode Island, was
ordained and settled. The earlier years of his ministry

were eminently successful. He extended his labors even

west of the Connecticut river. A branch of the Waterford

church was planted in Wallingford, in 1731, which in 1739

was formed into an independent church, and which thus

become the tJiird Baptist church in the State.

In 1743, the North Stonington church was formed,

which was the fourtli ; and the next year, July 15th,

1744, the Saybrook church was constituted, which was
the fifth Baptist church in the State, f

*Edward Wightman was burned at the stake in Litchfield, Eng., in 1612. Some
of his descendants immigrated to this country. Valentine was tlie son of one
of tliem, and was born in North Kingston. R. I., 1681. He was founder of the
Groton Cliurcli and its pastor forty-two years ; was succeeded by Timothy Wight-
man, his son, wlio held the Pastorate of the Church the same number of years

;

and he in his turn was succeeded by John Gano Wightman, his son. Who waa
pastor of the Church forty-one years

;
making a united pastorate of father, son and

grandson, of one hundred and twenty-five years. A grandson of the last named
Wightman—Rev. Palmer G. Wightman—is the present pastor of the Church.

In this connection the name of the Burrowses—Silas and Roswell, father and son
—deserves a mention. Tliough the church of which they were pastors is not withili

the present bounds of the Association, they were yet intimately connected with
its early history, as leaders in the Groton Conference. Indeed, Silas Burrows was
the Father of this Conference.
He was born on the field of his subsequent and life-long labors, at Fort Hill,

Groton, in 1741. He was ordained when twenty-four years of age, as Pastor of the
Fort Hill Baptist Church, and held the ofiice for fifty-three years. When Fort
Grisworld was stormed, in 1781, by the traitor Arnold, he saw the bloody work
from his own door-yard, and rushed to the place of slaughter to find ninety of Mb
neighbors weltering in their gore, and sixty of them already dead. He did all that
a humane man and a Christian Minister could do to alleviate the sufierings of the
wounded, and point the eye of the dying to the Lamb of God. Eld. Bui'rows was
an earnest, evangelical preacher, a man of sound judgment, ardent piety, and of
great power in prayer. His ministry was blessed l&y several precious and powerful
revivals of religion. He died in 1817.

Eld. RoswelfBurrows succeeded his father. He Was bom in 1768, converted in

1782, and ordained as associate pastor with his father, in 1806. His pastorate over
the church continued thirty-one years

;
during which time he enjoyed eight sea-

sons of revival, and as the fruits of which he baptized not far from seven hundred
souls. He died in 1837.

t History compels us to state that in February before the formation of this
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It was about this time, or a few years earlier, that a
movement began which contributed greatly to promulgate

Baptist principles, and to multiply Baptist chnrches in

this State, and especially in this part of the State. I re-

fer to the Separate movement, or as those who took part

in it were called in derision

—

New Liglits.

The sleep of a dead orthodoxy lay npon the clmrches

of the old Standing Order. The preaching of. Edwards,

Whitefield, Bellamy, and a few men of like spirit, had
waked np whatever of vitality there yet remained. Men
and women too, were constrained to testify to what they

had felt of this quickening power of the Gospel, and to cry

out against the apathy and easy-going religion which pre-

vailed. For this, they were in many instances censured,

brought before the churches for contumacy, and ex-

communicated. They set up separate meetings, formed

themselves into churches ; and hence the name

—

Sepa-

rates,

These Separates were essentially Baptists, not in name
nor in form, but in spirit and doctrine. They insisted

upon the rights of conscience, the liberty of worship

without legal restraint, and especially a conmrted church

membership. ' Tresident Edwards, '

' says Bushnell, ' *was

virtually a Baptist, and his \dews, had they been logical-

ly carried out, would have made him one."

As might have been anticipated, large accessions were

made to our ranks. These Separates, when they found

church, fourteen persons were airested for holding,a meeting contrary to law on
OocVs holy Sabbath dayy For this they were tried, fined, dri-ven on foot through
a deep mud twenty-five miles to New London, where they were thrust into prison,
without fire, food, or beds, wliere they remained for several weeks, and would
have perished had it not been for individi:al charity. One of these was a mother
with an infant who shared this imprisonment with her. She grew up to woman-
hood, and afterwards married Mr. Stephen Vfebb of Chester, where she lived and
died, a member of the Baptist church. When this sermon was preached there
was present Judge Spencer of Essex, who in his youth had known this Mrs. Webb.
Another one imprisoned was a Mr. Job Bulkley, at whose house the illegal

meeting was held. He was not a Christian at the time, and complained, it is said,

that he should suffer these persecutions while he had none of the consolations of
religion. Before he left the jail he was converted ; and his name stands first on
the records of the subsequently formed church. But a better day was dawning;
prejudice was giving way ; these proceedings called out an earnest protest from
the pen of Col. Williams, then President of Yale College, as unbecoming the
progress of the age.
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cliurclies already existing which held so nearly with them-

selves the doctrines of grace in their living power, and

maintained a chnrch polity so accordant with their own
views, either united with us ; or the churches into which

they had formed themselves, become, in many instances,

Baptist churches.

When therefore this Association was formed, and in-

deed for many years before, the denomination had gained

a recognition in the State. They had been met with stren-

uous opposition ; had been assailed by the weapons so

common to religious intolerance—misrepresentation, fines

and imprisonment. But the fidelity with which they held

their sentiments, the fearlessness with which they uttered

them, the cogency with which they argued them, and
above all the unanswerable proofs from Holy Writ by
which they clenched them, had silenced if it had not con-

vinced their opposers ; this together mth the large acces-

sions from the Separates, the revivals which had already

multiplied their numbers, and the growing spirit of reli-

gious freedom in the land, had gained for them a recog-

nized place in the Christian public. And now from a
struggle for existence, in maintaining which they had
been perhaps a little narrowed, and a good deal polemi-

cal, they were coming to take their place in line with oth-

er Communions, and to enter in good earnest, and in the

spirit of a magnanimous Christian rivalry, the great fields

of home and foreign evangilization, which God in his

providence was opening to Christendom.

This, in brief and general, was the condition of the times

and the field at large, when fifty years ago this Association

came into existence. It was, you perceive, one of the

most interesting in our denominational history. A new
era had already begun. The work of Missions to the

Heathen had been thrown upon us by the conversion of

Judson to our sentiments, on his outward passage to In-

dia, and by the occupation of Burmah, which he had
effected in our name. The glowing heart and clarion

voice of Luther Rice,—who had also become a Baptist,
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who had returned from India, and was traversing the

land from North to South, and like an angel of the Lord,

was summoning ns as a denomination, to united action in

behalf of the heathen—had inspired the churches with

something of his own ardor, and awakened in them, with

a sense of duty, the consciousness of power ; and thus we
were coming into that state of organic life, of beneficent,

Christly endeavor which have made us a denomination

and a power in the religious world.

The first national gathering of our churches, which took

place in 1814, three years before this Association was
formed, and which brought together face to face and heart

to heart such men as Baldwin of Boston, Bolles of Salem,

Gano of Providence, Furman of South Carolina, Stoughton

of Philadelphia, Semple of Virginia, Williams and Tall-

mage of 'New York, and last but not least, Luther Rice,
—^to pray and plan and work together for Christ—gave to

our Churches a new and expanded life ; uttered to them
a new call ; set before them a new and mighty work, and
as we rose to the level of this great work, God gave us

enlargement.

It would be a grateful and pious service could we follow

the thread of history tlirough the entire fifty years of our

Associational life. But this would require a treatise in-

stead of a sermon.

The second meeting of the Association was held with

the church in Saybrook. Rev. John Sterry was chosen

Moderator. The Circular Letter, which shows the spirit

of the times, and which was written by Rev. Asa Wilcox,

discusses briefly, Union in Doctrine. The theme was
pertinent, because there had been a diversity of views and
practice in the Groton Union Conference, respecting com-

munion ; some of the churches inclining to mixed, and
some even to open communion. This variation from old

Baptist usage had been brought in by the Separates, who
had come from the Pedo-Baptists ranks. But more bib-

lical views in reference to baptism—its mode and its mean-

ing, had now fixed these churches in the practice of re-
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stricted communion, from which they have never since

swerved.^

This Letter also, in closing, makes the following allu-

sion to Keligious Liberty, which had been recognized and
established by law in this State, that very year, 1818.

" We congratulate you on the kind interference of divine

Providence in favor of Religious Liberty in the State, by
the removal of those impediments which have so long

laid in our way. But God forbid that this liberty should

ever be perverted to licentious purposes. Let us therefore

labor to cultivate friendship and harmony with our Breth-

ren of other sentiments, as far as they are according to

the Word of God ; and may our whole deportment in the

house of God, and in society, carry conviction to all

around us that we are firm in the doctrine of Christ, and
faithful and peaceful in Israel."

On the succeeding year the Association met with the

church in Montville. One hundred and nineteen had
been received by baptism, during the year. The subject

of the Circular Letter, which was written by Rev. Wil-
liam Palmer, was Practical Godliness ; in which Prayer,

Religious Conversation, the right observance of the Lord'

s

day, a Fulfilment of our Covenant with the church of

Christ—are urged as essential elements. And generally,

these Circular Letters, as long as they were continued,

which was until 1854, show with what fidelity both sound-

ness in the faith and a godly walk in the person of its

members, were guarded, and how above all other things,

they were insisted upon. More than once the churches

of this Association have been called to investigate the life

and doctrines of those who had been leaders among them
;

and painful and trying as the duty must have been, when
found defective, they have not hesitated to withdraw the

hand of fellowship from them. So may it ever be.

In 1821 we find the Association indorsing the project of

* I learn from my friend, W. H. Potter, Esq., of Mystic—than whom there is no
better authority in matters of oiir early history—that this irregularity wae discon-
tinued in these churches, as early a£ ITQ-i.
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a State Eeligions Jonrnal. They recommend also that

the churches set apart the Fourth of July^ as a day of

public thanksgiving for the freedom we enjoy. At the

same session they passed resolutions in favor of denom-
inational and general missionary work.

The next year steps were taken to make provision for

the wants of widows and orphans of deceased Ministers.

And resolutions were also passed encouraging the work of

Sunday Schools.

These had been comparatively years of dearth in the

churches, and at the next Anniversary, although they

reported an accession by baptism of one hundred and
thirteen, the aggregate membership was seventy-three less

than when the Association was formed. For several years

this state of things continued ; indeed until the davv^n of

those great revivals which have so general^ blessed our

land, and which began in 1829. During the next ten

years, more than fourteen hundred were added by bap-

tism ; which even then made an aggregate of less than

two thousand three hundred, or only about one hundred
and eighty more than the original number.

In 1825, resolutions were passed urging the formation

of a Tract Society, with a Deposity in Norwich. In 1827,

the following resolution was passed upon Temperance :

Resolmd,^ That as the intemperate u.se of ardent spirits

is the great and reigning evil of our country, we recom-

mend to our brethren to make every lawful exertion to

suppress intemperance,and would particularly advise our

brethren to not offer ardent spirits as an article of refresh-

ment at our annual Association or public councils.''

These recommendations, though they may provoke a

smile from us, were quite in advance of the age, and serve

to show, notwithstanding all the discouragements which
at present attend the Temperance Eeform, the ground
which has been gained since then.

In 1832, another step was taken, and the Association

pledged itself to the principle of Total Abstinence. From
this advanced position it has never receded ; and during
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tlie Temperance agitation which preceeded the Maine Law
—the high and manly gronnd held by this Association ;

did much to carry Eastern Connecticut for prohibition.

Again, in 1852, another series of resolutions was passed^

which have in them the true Temperance ring,—prohibi-

tion by law, faithfully executed.

To return to the year 1832, which seems to have been

one of marked activity and earnestness in the Association
;

resolutions were passed, warmly commending the plan of

establishing a Baptist Literary Institute within the limits

of the State. This was the foreshadov/ing of the School

in Suffield, which God has so richly blessed through its

entire history. This resolution was followed by anoth-

er calling upon the churches 'Ho look out and encourage

young men who give promise of usefulness in the Minis-

try, and to aid them in securing the discipline so import-

ant for this work." Few of these men had enjoyed suchi

advantages themselves, but they were not slow to put on
record their appreciation of these benefits, and to pledge

themselves and the churches to furnish liberal means to

educate the rising ministry.

The Sunday School statistics appear for the first time

in the Minutes of this year, from which we learn that ten

of the eighteen churches comprised at the time within the

Association, sustained Sunday Schools ; that there was
an aggregate of one hundred and fifty-two teachers ; seven

hundred and ten pupils, and eighteen hundred and fifty-

seven volumes in the various libraries. This same year

appears for the first time an abstract of the Letters from
the churches, or rather a summary history of each church

up to this date. Hitherto the published Minutes of the

Association had been very meager, taken up mostly by
the table of delegates and churches, with the annual sta-

tistics, the Circular and Corresponding Letters. Few
items of business were done, or at least recorded, and
most of the time was spent in public worship. From this

date, however, there seems to have been a broader and
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more compreliensiYe aim ; and matters of general interest

occupied a large place in the deliberations of the body.
In 1837 it is on record that Eld. Levi Meech was rasli

enough to risk the ''peace and harmony of Zion," by
introducing the following resolution :

Resolved^ "That slavery being hostile to the spirit of

Christianity, as it withholds the Bible from thousands, it

is therefore the duty of all Christians to pray and labor

for its speedy and peaceful termination." This was pas-

sed, and "nobody was hurt."

The testimony thus early borne against this sin, was
never revoked. A few years later the Association became
more outspoken and emphatic, writing their public con-

demnation and detesation of it, "as a system of aggrava-

ted wrong," and calling upon all who profess the religion

of Christ, to "separate themselves from it as speedily as

possible."

And it is with an honest pride that we make the record

to-day, and leave it to our children, that this Association,

from the beginning of the slavery agitation, when so ma-
ny Christian men and Christian churches were silently be-

holding or secretly conniving at this sin, has without fear

or favor, given its voice and its vote against it. In 1848

the church in Colchester received application for member-
ship from a slaveholder. The matter was referred to the

Association for advice
;
whereupon the foregoing resolu-

tion upon the subject of slavery was reaffirmed as its an-

swer.

And in these later years, when those aggressions of the

slave power began, which culminated in rebellion, we find

the Association true to its antecedants. In 1856 resolu-

tions were passed, expressing "shame and alarm at the

strides and aggressions of the slave power, and declaring

it to be our duty to pray and speak for the rescue of our

government from all complicity mth slavery.
'

' Andwhen
the clouds of war began to thicken around us,—in the

bloodiest day and darkest night of our struggle, the voice

of this Association was clear, constant and emphatic. It
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placed on record its '^solemn conviction tliat as individ-

ual Cliristians, we should clieerfully contribute of our

substance, and if necessary, slied our blood in behalf of

our country and the cause of order and justice ; and es-

pecially that we should otfer fervent prayer to the God of

battles, that he would prosper our arms, that treason and
rebellion may be speedily and effectually suppressed

;

and that slavery, the baneful cause of our present troub-

les, may be brought to a perpetual end." And again in

1863, when the air was full of boding rumors, and the

timid were taking counsel of their fears, we find on its

records resolutions full of hope and heart, declaring " that

while we are animated by the hope of a speedy termina-

tion of the war, we are prepared to continue it, and if

need be to bequeath it to our children, until a righteous

and permanent peace shall be restored in the rooting out

of treason, and of human bondage—the evil genius which
inspired it."

And this was not mere declamation which cost nothing
;

for the same year there were inscribed upon our Roll of

Honor," the names of thirteen of our own number who
had given their young lives in defence of these sentiments

;

and the next year the names of four others were added to

the list.

If we go back we shall see that the Association did not

allow its position in reference to secret societies to be
questioned at a time when they were exerting a great in-

fluence and working great evils in the churches. *'We
deem it our duty," they say, in a series of resolutions

passed in 1847,—"to meet this matter with an open and
decided expression of our disapproval." And since the

anti-masonic movements, made as early as 1827, this has
been the ground generally held by our Baptist churches.

Thus it will be seen that as against Intemperance, Sla-

very, and Secret Societies, as belonging to the works of

darkness, the Association has given no mistaken testimo-

ny. While upon the subject of Missions—Home and
Foreign ; of Bible and Tract distribution ; of Education
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—general and Ministerial ; of Snnday Schools—and of

eveiy approved means of doing good and saving souls—

•

of these it has shoTni itself by resolves and acts, to be an

earnest defender and a warm supporter.

The year 1842 closes the first quarter of a century. The
Minutes of that year present changes which it will be in-

teresting to note. The number of churches had increased

from sixteen to twenty-tmo.—a gain of six;, the total

membership from 2044 to 2993—a gain of 949. While
the number of ordained Ministers and Licentiates had
fallen ofi* fi'om twenty-three to nineteen—a loss of four.

The most impressive of these changes is found in the

list of Delegates, which presents the name of another

generation. Of the original seventeen ordained Ministers

who met twenty-five years before, the names of only two

remain—Francis Darrow and William Palmer ; and of

the seven Licentiates—Simon Shailer and John Payne.

Zadoc Darrow, who was eighty-nine years of age when
the Association was formed, and who bestowed upon
it his patriarchal blessing ; Samuel West, its first Moder-

ator, John Steny, its second.—Asa Wilcox, Simeon Dick-

inson, Reuben Palmer, William Witter—names interwo-

ven with the origin of the Association—^had one by one

disappeared from oui* annual records, as their venerated

forms had fi'om our solemn assemblies.

In 1844, The Association adopted a Synopsis of Doc-

trine^ which modified ui some points, while it did not es-

sentially change the doctrinal basis upon which it was
origirially organized. It affirms belief in one living and
true God, who is revealed to us in thi-ee persons—Father,

Son and Holy Ghost ;
—^in the Fall of Man and Original

sin ;—in Redemption by and Salvation thi'ough Christ

alone ;—in Justification by the imputed righteousness of

Christ ;—the personal Election of believers :—the necessi-

ty of the Spmt' s operation in regeneration ;
—^the obliga-

tion of all believers to attend to all the precepts of Scrip-

ture ;—the final Perseverance of real believers ;—the Res-

uiTection of the dead ;—the General Judgment ;—the Eter-
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nal happiness of believers ;—tlie everlasting punishment

of unbelievers ;—the Immersion of believers as the only

Baptism ;—and the Independence of each individual

church.

This solid masonry of Bible Truth they laid again as

the foundation of the churches, and of their own person-

al hope of salvation. They believed it needful to "hold
fast theform of sound words and amidst the ever shift-

ing sands of human opinions, and the ever changing pha-

ses of human philosophy, to reaffirm clearly, succinctly,

and sharply, these doctrines of the ages which have kept
the church so long as the church has kept them.

The particular reason for this affirmation at this time

was defective Articles of Faith, as they were considered,

held by the church in Hadlyme, and the defection of two
ministering brethren—ISTehemiah Dodge and Josiah Graves
•—^from whom, painful as was the duty, the hand of fel-

lowship had been withdrawn.

In 1850, the Constitution which has since appeared in

the Minutes, was adopted ; and also an Historical Sketch

of the Association and of the churches within it, was
prepared and published.

During this year Eld. Francis Darrow died, after a brief

illness. He had been pastor of the First Waterford
Church since the origin of the Association, and indeed as

early as 1809 became associate pastor with his grandfath-

er.

In 1853, Eld. William Palmer died, the last of the or-

dained ministers w^ho were present at the formation of the

Association. His name is most intimately connected with

the history and records of the Association. He was its

first clerk, and with the exception of a single year, held

the office for a full quarter of a century.

In 1863, Eld. John Payne died, and also Eld. Simon
Shailor. These were Licentiates, and present when this

* To this little volume I have been much iudebted for materials in preparing
this Discourse; aud also to a pamphlet entitled " Notes of the Baptists and their
Principles,"—written by Rev. Frederic Denison, Westerley, R. I.
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body was organized. Thns departed, in a good old age,

the last of our Fathers in the ministry who were consti-

tuted members of this hody.

A Circular letter had always been prepared, and read

before the Association at its annual meetings, till the year

1854. The year previous such a Letter had been present-

ed, upon the Theory of Bevimls, which after much dis-

cussion, the Association declined to adopt. Since which

no Letter has been written.

The churches of this Association have been remarkably

blessed by revivals of religion. Perhaps no part of our

land has enjoyed more frequent and powerful displays of

divine grace in the salvation of sinners, for the last fifty

years, than this and the Stonington Union Association,

whose early histories and whose fraternal intercourse have

been so intimate. The number baptized into these church-

es within this time, cannot fall much short of twenty

thousand. The men who gave tone and character to our

ministry for these years, with all their want of culture,

were mighty in the scriptures, and well versed in human
nature. They knew how to handle, and they did handle

those great and searching truths of the Bible—so humb-
ling to men, so honoring to God, which find men out, and
which ever have been, and ever will be when faithfully

and perseveringly preached, *'the power of God unto

salvation," Scarcely did an Anniversary occur which
did not afford occasion for rejoicing with churches revived

and over sinners converted. The year previous to their

organization had been signalized by the baptism of two

hundred and twenty-six. The years 1819—'21—'23—' 24
;

and from 1827 to '83 inclusive, were seasons of rich bles-

sings. Especially the year 1841 and the six or seven years

that followed it, were truly years of the right hand of

the Most High," During the ten years from 1837 to 1847,

more than three thousand were baptized into the churches

of this Association.

The following table will show the statistics for each de-

cade during the fifty years :
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Decade.
Received

by

Baptism.

Received

by

^

Letter.*
Dismissed.

Excluded.

Died.

Restored.

Total.

1st, 1080 148 390 228 251 34 1874

2nd, 1275 426 561 204 248 32 2247
Srcl, 3057 1088 1285 460 339 183 4622
4th, 1421 916 1117 605 527 70 4080
5th, 2083 889 860 415 654 146 4285

Total. 8916 3467 4153 1912 2019 465

These results, tliough compiled from tlie Minutes, and
tolerably accurate as far as tliey go, do not yield the same
figures wliich. are found in the total annual membership.

For example : In the first decade, according to the table,

the gain exceeds the loss by three hundi^ed and eighty-

eight ; while the reported total membership in 1817, and
in 1827, show a loss of one hundred and seventy. This

discrepancy of more than five hundred, must be account-

ed for principally by the fact that the churches were in the

habit of dropping members, of which no record was made
by the Association, until the year 1839.

To the sixteen original churches there had been the

following additions :—in 1819, the Lisbon church ; in 1822,

the Waterford and Montville church, and the Haddam
church ; in 1832, the Chester church, or as it was former-

ly called, the 4th Saybrook church; in 1836, the 2nd
Waterford and the Colchester Boro' churches ; in 1840,

the IS'orwich Central ; in 1842, the 2nd ISTew London, Had-
lyme. Lake's Pond and Lyme churches; in 1843, the

Montville Union ; in 1844, the Greeneville church ; in

1847, the church in Windham ; in 1849, the Huntington
Street, New London ; in 1859, the Baltic church,—sixteen

in all—making a total of thirty-two churches.

The Mansfield, Saybrook, Essex and Chester churches

have been dismissed to join other Associations ; and the

Lisbon, old Montville and Windham churches have be-

come extinct, showing a decrease of seven. The present

number is twenty-five
;
maldng a net gain of nine church-
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es, and of two thousand two hundred and forty-one in

membership.

Thus with progress there has been retrogression, and
with occasions for rejoicing we find causes for grief. The
extinct churches within our limits—these feeble churches,

too—these uncultivated fields which lie all around us

—

are they not a standing reproach to us! And do they

not convict us of a want of care and thrift, and faithful-

ness in the work of Christ ?

So much for field.

II. I am next to speak of the men who wrought upon
it ; and the entire hour might well have been given to a

rehersal of their work, and a delineation of their charac-

ters.

The first Bapuist Minister settled within the limits of the

Association, was Bev. Stephen Gorton^, He came from

Bhode Island while a youth, and was ordained pastor of

the Waterford cliurch, Is'ov. 28th, 1726, at the early age

of twenty-two. He is represented as a man of talent, 3^nd

a fluent and convincing speaker. The church greatly in-

creased under his ministry. He preached in all the neigh-

boring towns ; was much beloved and wielded an extensive

influence. But in the midst of his prosperity and appar-

ent usefulness, a blight fell upon him. Charges were

preferred affecting his moral character, from which it

seems he was not able to vindicate himself.* The church

was divided ; and after a ministry of more than forty

years, which began so auspiciously, and for a long time

continued so prosperous, he removed from the place,

leaving a scattered flock and a tarnished name.

*"Mr. Gorton was summoned before a Convention inEhode Island for trial, and
though the main charges again.^t him were not proved, his conduct was condemn-
ed as unwortliy the oflice at Elder, and his dismissal recommended. He would
not however he di.-niissed, hut kept possession of the pulpit. Thus things con-
tinued until 1772, when the opi*osite party haN ing engaged Mr. David Sprague as

their leader, resolved on obtaining possession of the meeting house and the annui-
ty. Accordingly on Sunday, June 7th, they collected together and proceeded to
the house of worship, where they found Mr. Gorton officiating in the pulpit, with
the Communion table spread befure him. One of the most resolute of the party
ascended the pulpit stairs and forcibly expelled its occupant, and drove him and
his wife and the whole company from the sacred precincts, "-xj^/iss CauLkim^ Mis-
iory of New London,
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Natlian Howard was tlie next regular pastor of this

old churcli. He was born in 1721, and converted in the

great revivals in wMcli the Separate movement had its

hirth. He joined the Baptists in 1748, and in 1752 was
ordained pastor of the church which was founded in con-

sequence of the Gorton dissention. He served the churcli

and the cause of Christ faithfully for more than twenty

years ; and died suddenly, March 2nd, 1777, in the fifty-

sixth year of his age. He was a man of ardent piety, a

solemn, earnest, successful preacher, and died lamented

and beloved by all who knew him. His remains rest in

the burying grounds of the old church, and his memory
is still cherished by those whose grand parents in their

childhood, sat under his ministry.*

The name, [however, which in many respects stands

chief among us, is that of Barrow—Eld. Zadoc and
Francis—grandsire and grandson.

The first of these was born in ISTew London, Dec. 25th,

1728. His mother was a Rogers—a lineal descendant of

. the Smithfield martyr. Young Darrow grew up in the

church of England ; was converted in a Separate meet-

ing. The Bible and his own conscience made him a Bap-
tist, against very strong family influences ; and he at once

became a leading spirit in the church. He was first cho-

sen Deacon ; and afterwards, in 1775, was set apart to

the work of the ministry. He lived in the stirring, stormy
times of the Revolution ; and was largely endowed with

the sterling qualities of the men of that age. He set him-

self with great earnestness and zeal to stem the tide of

French Infidelity which the war brought in. He entered

heartily into the work of Missions among the Indians,

and in the settlements which were then growing toward
the west. This, it is believed, was the first Baptist church

in the State to make a subscription for Christian Mis-

* "Before lie entered the ministry, and even while he was engaged in it, he was
a fisherman. He is said to have discovered a favorite fishing ground, now well
known to navigators in the Sound, and which still hears the name of '^Howard's
Ledger—Historical Sketch.
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sions.* He was in Ms day the man of this region in

our denomination. God gave Mm sonls, that first and
deepest desire of the true Pastor. Within the years

1787 and 1794, he baptized one hundred and seventy-

one. He died Feb. 15th, 1827, in the ninety-ninth year

of his age, and the forty-second of his pastorate. His

grandson, Eey. Francis Darrow, who succeeded him, was
born in 1779. He was converted under the preaching of

his grandfather, and united with the church in 1794, when
only fifteen years of age. In 1809 he was ordained, and
became associate pastor with his grandfather ; which office

he held until the death of the latter, when he was elected

Pastor in full ; and so continued until the day of his death,

which occurred in 1850, making in all a pastorate of forty-

one years.

He was in the piime of life when the Association was
organized, and did much to stamp its early history with

the impress of his piety and strong common sense.

Eighteen seasons of revival blessed and sanctified his

ministry; and the aggregate number he baptized is not

far from seven hundred. You, Fathers and Mothers in

Israel, knew him well; you have heard his voice—how
often at these gatherings of the churches, in prayer and
praise, in sage counsel and in sounding out the message of

God. And no name upon our record, not even that of his

venerable and sainted grandfather, holds such a place in

your heart of hearts, as that of Eld.- Francis Darrow,

* About the year 1780, the General Assembly authorized the Governor to inyite

every religious Society in the Commonwealth to contribute funds for the sup-
port of Missionaries to preach the gospel in the Northern and Western regions

of America. Pastor Darrow received the Proclamation, and the church promptly
voted—1. Their cordial approval of the object, as a laudable and benevolent de-

sign. 2. This particular request could not be complied with because the Associa-

tion [Congregational] did represent but one denomination. 3. That we wish to
have it distinctly understood by all, that we do not recognize the right of the Gen-
eral Assembly to control us as a religious body, but only as members of civil socie-

ty. 4. Lest this refusal be interpreted by the world as a virtual disapproval of

Missions, that we appoint a special committee to solicit subscriptions for Mission-
ary purposes, and the funds so raised be placed at the disposal of any Ba2otist Mis-
sionary Society that may be formed ; and to promote this good object the church
stands pledged to co-operate with any sister church or churches, or with any indi-

vidual Brethren who may be disposed to unite in carrying out this worthy object."

Whereupon the sum of fourteen dollars was raised. The above is in substance
from the Church Records.
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The name of Eld. Samuel West is prominent among
the Fathers. He was born in Hopkinton, R. I., in 1776 ;

was first a Seventh-day man, bnt afterwards changed his

views. He was ordained in Norwich in 1790, and was
pastor of tlie church in Bozrali. At the organization of

the First New London church, in 1804, he became its pas-

tor, and served the church ten years. Thence he remov-

ed to Saybrook, with which church he remained connect-

ed until his death, whicli took place in 1837. Eld. West
long fought against his convictions of duty to preach ; and
to rid himself of them, he left his family and betook him-

self to the then v/ilds of Pennsylvania. But the Spirit

and Providence of God hither followed and found him,

and he returned a chastened and penitent prodigal to the

path of duty. He was converted at the early age of eleven,

and died in the seventy-first year of his age, and the thir-

ty-eighth of his ministry. He was the first Moderator of

the Association, and six times was called to preside over

its deliberations.

The name of JoJin Sterry deserves an honored mention

to-day. He was one of our soundest and most influential

pastors. He was born in Providence, E. I., in 1776; and
removed to Norwich about the year 1790, where he estab-

lished himself as a printer and publisher. He was a man
of scholarly attainments, having been a member of Brown
University. He was converted under the preaching of

Eld. Northruj), a Separate minister; and was ordained

pastor of the First Baptist Church in Norwich, at its or-

ganization in 1800. His figure was commanding, his

mind logical, his judgment sound, and his preaching close,

biblical and impressive. He continued in the pastorate

of the church over which he was ordained, for twenty-

three years, until his death, which occurred Nov. 5th, 1823.

The church under his ministry was blessed by a steady,

vigorous growi^h, and by several seasons of revival, espe-

cially during the years 1816, '17 and '19.^^

* "Eld. Sterry was a superior matliametician as was also his brother, Cojiaider

Sterry. While yet J'oung they wrote and published a larj^e matheiiialical work.
They also conjointly prepared a work UT)on Universal Salvation. Before comple-
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Intimately connected with the name of Sterry, is tliat

of Eld. William Palmer. He was born in Colchester,

Sept. 10th, 1785. He was converted when eighteen years

of age, and began to preach when he was twenty. He
was a student and theologian ; was deeply imbued with

a love of the Bible and of dogmatic theology. His

preaching was soundly biblical and highly doctrinal.

His study was the place of his chief delight. He was a

ready writer, a methodical thinker, and for twenty-four

years clerk of the Association ; and for the general accu-

rary of its records we are indebted to his care and pains-

taking. He was pastor over five different churches, and
closed a useful, laborious and unspotted life, on the 25th

of December, 1853, in the sixty-eighth year of his age,

and the forty-eighth of his ministry. The churches under

his ministry enjoyed several revivals, especially during

the years 1824, '29, '30, and '34. His papers show that

he baptized three hundred and forty persons.

Asa Wilcox belongs to this galaxy of godly men. He
was born in Westerly, R. I., and ordained in 1798, and
died greatly beloved and lamented, in 1834, while pastor

of the church in Salem. He was twice pastor of this

church ; from the time of his ordination in 1798 to 1811
;

and again from 1828 to the time of his death.

Jason Lee is another. Ordained in 1774 as pastor of

the First church in Lyme. He was the first Moderator of

the old Groton Union Conference, in 1786. Great num-
bers, it is said, would assemble to hear him preach ; and
many testify that he, more than any one else, seemed to

bring heaven nearer. His converts carried his doctrine

into the wilds of New Hampshire, and formed in Lemp-
ster and Marlow, branches of the church in Lyme. In

1798—9, and again in 1806—7, the cliurch enjoyed seasons

ting it, John thought that some proofs from the Bible would be quite in point.
But in searching for proof-texts, he became convinced that the doctrine could not
be sustained by the Word of God. He wished to give up tlie enterprise, but was
overruled by his brother. He then insisted that hulf the sheets should be set off
to him, which was accordingly done, when he took them into his back yard and
naade-a bonfire of iliem..'''—Spro/jue' s Annah of the American FulpU.
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of great refreshing. In March, 1810, he closed his emin-

ently useful and laborious life, in the seventieth year of

his age, and the thirty-sixth of his pastoral labors, all of

which were performed with the church in Lyme.
Another of those pre-associational Fathers, deserves

more than a passing notice ; I refer to Eld. Joshua Morse^

who was born in Kingston, E. I., in 1726. He was con-

verted under the preaching of Whitefield, at the early

age of sixteen, and began to preach when he was eighteen,

in Stonington, Conn. At the close of his first sermon, he

was seized by the magistrate for preacMng not ccncord-

ing to law^^'' and sentenced to a fine or a whipping. Una-

ble to pay the fine, he was led to the public whipping

post ; when the constable who was to inflict the punish-

ment, refused to do so ; and after expostulating with the

magistrate upon the cruelty and injustice of the sentence,

paid the fine from his own purse. Eld. Morse however

continued to preach in the face of threatenings, and under

abuse and violence, the marks of which he carried to his

grave. He was ordained in Montville, in 1749, and re-

mained pastor of the church for thirty years, and died in

1795, in the seventieth year of his age, and the fifty-third

of his ministry.

And there was Eld. EUpJialet Lester, another convert

of Whitefield—a man mighty in the Scriptures,-—^who did

not shun to declare the whole counsel of God, and who
finished his course in 1815, in the eighty-sixth year of his

age.

Eld. Peter Rogers was another. He was the seventh in

descent from the old English martyr, John Rogers. He
was born in New London, in 1754. In the early part of

the Revolution, he was a famous Privateersmart ; and
subsequently won distinction as a member of Washing-
ton' s Life Guards. He lived in Norwich, and was ordain-

ed pastor of the church in Bozrah, in 1790. His preach-

one of his meetings, a Reverend gentleman came in soon after he had
commenced, and putting his hand over liis mouth, bade another man strike him.
At another time, while he was preaching, a man came in and struck him to the
floor. At another meeting, he was knocked down while engaged in prayer, and
dragged out of the house by his hair and severely bruised.

—

Mistorical Sketch.
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ing was direct, earnest, pungent, witli a roiigli and ready
dasli of the old soldier in it. He lived to tlie good age of

ninety-six, and died in 1850, a missionary at the AVest.*

And wliat shall I say more ? For tlie time would fail

me to tell of tlie Palmers, tlie Miners, the Wightmans,
the Wildmans, of Simon Shall or and Esex Brown, and
Ebenezer Mack, and Simeon Dickinson, and John Payne,

and Erastns Denison, and William Welsh, and Solomon
W^heat, and Jonathan Goodwin—names which stand bo

prominent upon our record :—names written in heaven I

And there are names among the living—of men here to-

day, which will go down to posterit}^, as honored as any
that have been mentioned. Their record is in these church-

es, in the experience of scores and hundreds who hail

them as their Spiritual Father. Here is our venerable

brotherf on my left, whose life God has spared to meet us

on this occasion. And here, too, is my bro.ther in the

desk,^ whose voice has been the clarion of the Lord over

all this field, and w^hose life and labors form the most

thriUing chapter in our history for the last quarter of a

*Eld. Rogers was the first Baptist minister ordained in Norwich.

It may be fitting here to eay that two of the most distinguished of onr Bap-
tist Clergy originated within the bounds of this Association—Kev. Dr. Isaac Eack-
UB and l^cv. Dr. Thomas Baldwin, They were both born in Norwich, the latter

in that part which is now the tovrn of Bozrah, the former in 1724, the latter in 1753.

Tlie mother and brother of Dr. Backus were actually imprisoned in the Norwich
jail in 1752, because they refused to pay the church-rates after it had been voted
in Town Meeting to disoontnue them. The following is an extract from a letter

which she wrote to her son : " * Your brother Samuel lay in prison twen-
ty days. October 15, the Collector came to our house and took me away to pris-

on, about nine o'clock in a dark and rainy night. Brothers Hill and Sabin were
brought there next night. We lay in prison thirteen days ; and then were set at

liberty, by what means I know not. Whilst I was there, a great many people came
to see" me; and some said one thing and some another. O, the innumerable snarea

and temptations that beset me ; more tiian I ever thought of before ! Though
bound when cast into the furnace, yet was I loosed and found Jesus in the midst
with me. Then I could give up my name, estate, family, life and breath freely to
God. Now the prison looked like a palace to me. I could bless God for all the
laughs and scoffs made at me. O, the love that flowed out to all mankind! Dea.
Griswold M'-as put in prison on tlie 8th of October, and yesterday oldBro. Grovor.
The oflicers are in pursuit of others, * *

Signed,
Your loving mother,

Elizabeth Backus.
Benlsoii's Notes of the liajAl-ds.

Dr. Baldwin, while pastor in Boston, and during a visit to his native place, had an
appointment to preach in a schoolhoiise. He walked by himself to the place, at an
early hour, and while waitin<j for the people to assemble, wrote on the fly-leaf of
Ilia iSible, that beautiful hymn v^hich is so deservedly popular;

" From whenc doth this union arise," ttc.

t Rev, Ira R. Steward. JRev, Jabez S. Swan.
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century. But this strain of remark is perhaps unbecom-

ing. Another pen, and a future occasion, will give them

and others here present, the meed their fidelity deserves.

And then of our brethren who occupied a humbler

sphere, whom many of you remember to-day ; who glad-

dened our annual festivites by their presence, and made
them memorable and tender by their prayers, their ex-

hortations and their tears. "And of honorable women,
not a few —all of whom, though they have gone up from

us to the better land, are yet of us.

'* One family we dwell in him,

One church above, beneath

;

Though now divided by the stream

—

The narrow stream of death."

Absent in body, they are present in spirit ; the odor of

their piety, the perfume of their prayers hallow the very

atmosphere of this occasion, and their voices as of yore,

seem to come in upon us !

Before passing to the last remark, I wish to note two or

three lessons which this study of our history teaches.

1, l^hQ sithstantial progress owe principles have
made within the last fdij or a hundred years,—seen, not

only in the growth of our own churches in numbers and
influence, but in leavening as they have to so great an
extent, the Institutions of our land. The rights of Con-

science in matters of Faith ; the severance of Church and
State ; the spirituality of religion, and a converted mem-
bership—these are old-time^ Baptist doctrines ; and
though now accepted as self-evident religious truths, they

have been maintained by us at the expense of fines, and
bonds and blood.

2. That long pastorates tend to make strong ministers

and stable churches.

8. The necessity of greater care in the reception of mem-
bers into our churches, and of a healthful discipline over

them. Our joy over the great ingatherings recorded from

year to year, has been greatly marred by the numbers
excluded and dropped. During the fifty years, nearly

two thousand have been excluded from the churches of
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this Association ; and nearly sixteen Imndred liave been
dropped

;
making a sad and appalling aggregate of more

than thirty-five hundred

4. A more mgorous Associational life, which shall cher-

ish and resuscitate the weak and declining churches within

our hounds. It is sad to see the light of truth which a

church is established to hold forth, burn low and dim.

It is sadder yet, and a weighty responsibility rests some-

where, when such a light goes out where just such a light

is so much needed !

III. A few words as to our Responsibility.

These men labored, and we are entered into their labors.

These fields where they sowed the good seed of the

Kingdom and gathered fruit unto life eternal, we are

to sow with the same seed, and reap, if the Lord of

the harvest permit, like precious fruit. These churches

which they planted, these pulpits where they preached,

these flocks which they fed, are now. Brethren in the Min-

istry, committed by the Head of the church, to us. We
stand upon hallowed soil ; we fill sacred places ; we have

taken solemn responsibilities !

I am no hero-worshipper. These fathers were not an-

gels
;
they were men, and had the weaknesses and faults

of men. I am not one of those, either, who believe that

''the former days were better than these that the good
and the great are all dying out ; that Christianity is wan-

ing, and tliat the men whom God is calling and putting

into the ministry in our day, are inferior to those of for-

mer generations. I believe that on the whole the world

is better to-day than it was fifty years ago ; that Christian-

ity has a more vital hold upon it,—has taken possession

of its forces, and is wielding more of them to-day than

ever before ;—that there are as good men, and as true and
strong to-day in the churches and in the ministry as ever

*Some of these no doubt have removed to distant places -without letters, and
though lost sight of by the churches here, have yet become members elsewhere.
And a further large allowance must be made for the membership of the churches
which have been dismissed to join other Associatiejis,—i)robably not less than a
thousand.
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there were. But these Fatliers of whom we have been

speaking—all honor to them—were the men for the times
;

they knew their work and right well they did it. Put them

beside the men of other denominations in their day, and

we are not ashamed of them. We want the spirit they

breathed, the faith they exercised, the power they wield-

ed, in the closet with God, in the pulpit over men.

It is more to live now than it was fifty years ago, be-

cause more presses upon us to be done, and the facilities

are greater for doing it. The world has moved in fifty

years ; and the march of events, which is never backward,

has brought us to the opening of a new era. A new hour

has struck in the ages. If I read the signs aright, the

gospel is to take a broader sweep, and fill a broader field

than heretofore ; it is to be a more controlling factor in

tlie great problems which are pressing for solution. The
breaking of four millions of fetters, and the impulse

and inspiration which this has given to freedom and to

thought the world over; the ocean covered with steam-

ships and penetrated by telegraphs ; the Pacific Kailroad

drawing on to completion ; the great changes in lines of

travel and trafiic w^hicli this will effect ; the strides which
the sciences and the arts have taken w^ithin the last fifty

years ; the progress which Christianity and Western Civ-

ilization has made in the East ;—these are the loosing of

prophetic seals—the out-riding events which herald the

car of salvation, and prepare the way for yet grander

conquests of the Cross.

At such a time the Fathers are ceasing from their work,

and we, in the providence of God, are entering into it. I

said we need their spirit, their faith, their power with God
and men. We need iliQirfealty to Truths as well. The
foundations which they have laid for us are strong, be-

cause they are built into the truth and the truth is built into

them. AYe need learning, the more the better ; but we
need it that we may be able the better to understand, to

expound and to enforce " the Word of God which liveth

and abideth forever,"—to meet, to unmask, and overthrow

error. And while we adhere to the old and the tried, let us
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keep in mind tliat tliere is more in this Bible than any of U9

have yet comprehended. Here are resources adequate to

the wants of all the ages ; and God will bring out from
these yet unstruck veins of truth, the treasures wMch here

lie hid, as the church and tlie world need t" ,^m. While
therefore we staunclily defend the old, beca ^oe it is true,

let us hold ourselves in an attitude to accept the new as

God shall unfold it.

Fifty years hence ! What a change in this assembly

would the lifting of the veil present ! How few of this

congregation Vvill then be living. The active members of

this Association will have passed away ! Who will fill

our places ? Who represent these churches ? "\Yho pre-

side over that assembly ? Who preach the Centennial

sermon in 1917 ? What glorious conquests ^vill the gos-

pel then have made in the earth ; and what a separation,

alas ! will then have been made between those of us, to-

day, who serve God, and those who serve him not I Fifty

years, Brethren and Sisters, if we love Christ, we shall be

with him, and ^vith the Fathers and Mothers and faith-

ful Brethi'en who have gone before. Fifty years, O sinner,

and where will you be, if you live and die in your sins !

And 0, what are fifty years, or fifty thousand years to

that eternity of despair into which your lost soul \Nill

have entered I

I feel that we are in a solemn presence ; God is here,

the Holy Spirit is here,
" Angels are hovering around us;"

and could those sainted men whose voices many of you
have heard, whose prayers have so often ascended, and
whose tears have so often fallen for sinners,—could they

come back and stand for one hour where I now stand,

what a solemn message would they bring to you, and
with vdiat thrilling interest would you listen \ That mes-

sage would be just v»'hat they preached when they were

here
;
just what we preach to-day :—Repent of sin ; believe

in Jesus Christ ; flee from the wi^ath to come
;
lay hold

on eternal life. Will you hear it and be saved, or reject

it and be lost I
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